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hood of 200,000 square miles. Should Ecuador be
deprived of this, she would be confined to the
Andean region, the Pacific littoral, and the Gala-
pagos Islands, amounting to approximately 75,000
square miles. More than this, she would lose her
eastern outlets to the Amazon and the Atlantic
Ocean via the rivers of the Oriente.
The whole question of the boundary is a compli-
cated one hinging on old Spanish laws and decrees
antedating Ecuador's independence from Spain in
1822 and from Colombia in 1830.
Although the official language of Ecuador is
Spanish, which is spoken by the inhabitants of the
cities and practically all portions of the country
from the coastal district to the Andes, yet through-
out the northern part of the Oriente district the
language in general use is Quechua, the language of
the Incas.
Few of the civilised or semi-civilised Indians
speak or understand any other tongue; and the
choloS) or mixed-bloods, as well as the ranchers,
settlers, and others of Spanish descent, are obliged
to speak Quechua in order to deal with the natives.
As a result it is almost impossible to conduct any
explorations or other work in this portion of the
Republic unless one speaks Quechua or employs
interpreters.
In many respects Quechua is one of the most
remarkable of all languages. Both its origin and
its history are of great interest, for it was the official